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Dear Friends of Catholic Education:

T he start of a new year and the celebration of Catholic Schools Week  
give us a moment to pause and reflect on the many accomplishments that  

our Catholic schools have achieved and the many blessings that have been  
bestowed upon us as administrators, teachers, students, alumni and supporters  
of Catholic education. 

This year’s theme—Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 
Service—fits well into our Light the Way celebration as we honor those who have 
served our diocese for 40 years or more! This is an incredible achievement, and 
each and every one of these honorees certainly has given more than his/her fair 
share of faith, knowledge and service to our schools through the diocese. On top 
of that, we are so pleased to celebrate the ten year anniversary of our Light the 
Way event. Yes, it has changed over the past decade, but the true purpose— 
honoring those so truly committed to Catholic education—has remained at its 
core, and for that we are grateful.

Overall, our Catholic schools continue to thrive with nearly 5,000 students in 
our 22 schools. There will continue to be challenges, of course, as we further our 
mission of educating the next generation of children within the Catholic faith,  
but we have so much for which to be thankful. First, we are celebrating receiving 
accreditation of all 22 of our schools—both individually and the school system  
as a whole. This has been a long and complex process; we can all be proud that  
we have been recognized by the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Schools for the outstanding work we do each day. 

In addition, you can read in the pages of Pillars magazine about some of our 
best, brightest and most faith-filled: the Pullano family who has kept faith as the 
center of their lives through unspeakable tragedy, a recent Ludden grad who is  
continuing his journey at the Catholic University of America; a Sister who is bring-
ing students from Seton Catholic to help those struggling in Haiti; and even a furry, 
four-legged friend—who is near and dear to my own heart—bringing comfort 
into the hearts of our students at the Catholic Academy at Pompei. 

Whether you’re new to us or have been a part of us for decades, we appreciate 
your commitment and ask for your continued support of Catholic education in 
the Diocese of Syracuse.

With gratitude and blessings,

William Crist
Superintendent

MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Schools in the Diocese of  
Syracuse carry out the mission of Jesus Christ, 
bearing witness while proclaiming the Gospel  
message. Together with families and parishes, 
our schools provide an education rooted  
in the Gospel that is “living, conscious, and  
active” including values and ideals that are  
in accordance with the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church. We empower our students  
to live their faith with compassion, integrity 
and respect for all life and the diversity  
of our world. 

Our schools are faith-centered communi-
ties focused on promoting academic excellence 
while developing a strong moral conscience 
and embracing Catholic principles to enable  
students to meet lifelong challenges and de-
mands in our rapidly changing world.
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Dear Friends,
T his past October marked the 50th anniversary of Gravissimum 

Educationis (Declaration on Christian Education), one of the  
16 documents that came from the Second Vatican Council.  
Although a short document, it clearly states the importance of a 
Christian education. The document states, “A Christian education 
does not merely strive for the maturing of a human person as  
just now described, but has as its principal purpose this goal: that  
the baptized, while they are gradually introduced to the knowledge 
of the mystery of salvation, become ever more aware of the  
gift of Faith they have received, and that they learn in addition  
how to worship God the Father in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:23). 
Gravissium Educationis. 

Educating the whole person is a hallmark of Catholic Schools. 
Our Catholic schools provide an excellent venue for providing the 
foundation of our faith to our young people and to their families. 
In every classroom, from Pre-K to 12th Grade, our students become 
better acquainted with Jesus Christ and our Catholic beliefs. Stu-
dents not only receive quality instruction but are challenged to live 
their Catholic Faith in today’s world.

As you look through these pages, you will see a number of sto-
ries of academic innovation, community service and athletic events 
that are a few examples of ways our schools are forming the whole 
student. I thank all of our parents for entrusting their children into 
our care. I am most grateful to our pastors and parishioners who 
continue to support our Catholic schools.

Be assured of my prayers.

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Robert J. Cunningham 
Bishop of Syracuse
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Ludden Grad Seeks Faith-Filled  
Future at Catholic U.
BY CAROLINE K. REFF

J
esse Williams is not your ordinary college 
freshman. While, like many, he is excited to be 
away at college making new friends, experienc-
ing new things and making his own choices, he 

is also surprisingly attuned to the Catholic faith and 
is an extraordinary young man at only 18.

Williams, the 2015 salutatorian at Bishop Ludden 
Junior/Senior High School, had many outstanding 
college options to choose from last year, but one 
criterion stood out. “I wanted a college with a 
faith-background because I love the faith,” he said, 
adding that he was also looking for a traditional 
campus feel close to a big city. He ultimately chose 
The Catholic University of America in Washington, 
DC, where he is currently studying mechanical engi-
neering and growing in his faith day after day.

Williams was raised Catholic, but he said he 
started to feel a special pull toward the faith in 5th or 
6th Grade while a student at Holy Family School in 

Fairmount, NY. Through his middle school and  
high school years, he became involved in Holy 
Family Parish’s youth program, which brings 
together young parishioners from both Catholic  
and public schools interested in socializing in a 
faith-filled environment.

He admits it took him a long time to become 
comfortable with being a teenager absorbed in the 
faith. However, the summer before he started 9th 
Grade, Williams had “an experience with God that 
altered my life forever” and “brought me peace and 
fulfillment.” He reluctantly attended a Catholic 
retreat at Franciscan University in Steubenville, 
Ohio, where he was expecting “four days of kneeling 
in prayer and listening to Gregorian chants.” What 
he found was so much different.

“I met God that Saturday night,” he told his 
classmates in a speech he gave at his Bishop Ludden 
graduation last June. “God touched me in such a 
beautiful way that I could never describe. I knew He 
was there. I knew He was in me, with me, beside me, 
and, most of all, in love with me… On that night, I 
found the unfathomable love of God that brought me 
so much peace and so much joy. On that night, I fell 
in love with God and allowed him to guide my life.”

Following that experience, Williams became more 
heavily involved in his church youth group, known  
as LifeTeen. In addition, he led Adoration events a 
couple of times a week at Holy Family Parish, along 
with leading his school Masses at Bishop Ludden. His 
favorite activity was playing guitar, piano and singing. 

“It’s great to be relaxed and praise God through 
song. That’s my passion,” he said, noting that his 
method included intervals of silence between the 
music for personal reflection. 

Williams has since brought these talents to 
Catholic University and has plenty of opportunity 
to share his passions with others. “I’ve found plenty 
of people here who are in love with the faith like me,” 
he said. 

One of his greatest opportunities, however, was 
the privilege of seeing Pope Francis when the pontiff 
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Jesse Williams was the 2015 salutatorian at Bishop Ludden.



visited Catholic University last September to say 
Mass during his visit to Washington, DC; Philadel-
phia and New York City. Williams stood in line from 
7 a.m. until the 4:30 p.m. Mass, and despite a hectic 
atmosphere and some ticket mix-ups, he was able to 
get “very, very close” to the Pope. However, the most 
important thing that Williams took away from the 
beautiful Mass was something that he admits even 
humbled himself: “Why is it that people get so 
worked up in trying to be in the front of these crowds 
when, everyday, Jesus is at the Mass yearning for us 
to take him in?” This experience reminded Williams 
of the words written by Saint Jean Vianney: “If we 
really understood the Mass, we would die of joy.” 

It seems that college life is “awesome,” too. 
Williams is happy to have chosen The Catholic 
University of America and spends his time just like 
any other young freshman living and learning in the 
nation’s capital. He sometimes goes sailing on the 
Potomac River, plays games of bubble soccer and 
basketball, and every Wednesday night attends the 
school wide Adoration, while also keeping up with his 
studies. Currently, Williams is majoring in mechani-
cal engineering, and although he is keeping his 
options open, he aspires to someday work for or start 
a company that uses the skills and tools of engineer-
ing to aid parts of the world in desperate need. 

“Recently, I came across a documentary about an 
organization known as Billions In Change. This 
organization, which was founded by Manoj Bhar-
gava, the creator of Five Hour Energy, uses the tools 
of engineering to help people across the world, 
especially the poor. Already in their invention shop, 
named Phase 2 Innovations, engineers have built new 
machines that produce free electricity, transform salt 
water into drinkable water and improve health. “This 
is what I want to do, to use my gifts and talents to 
help those in need,” he explained.

Williams has also considered a religious vocation, 
but at this point he feels that he is being called to the 
married life someday. “I don’t feel that He is calling 
me to the priesthood, but if that’s what He wants me 
to do someday, I’m open to that,” Williams said.

While many uncertainties remain, Williams holds 
on to one constant: his faith will guide him. “If you 
invest your love in God, you allow Him to embrace 
you and to work for good through you, even through 
the worst of times. If you place your love in God, 
you will obtain a joy that is beyond words.” n

Caroline K. Reff is a freelance writer in Syracuse, New York, 
and a special projects consultant for the Catholic Schools Office.
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Attending Catholic University has helped further  
Williams’ faith.
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HUGS, HELP AND A HEALTHY OUTLOOK AT AGE 90

BY DYANN NASHTON

G
randma Fay has been a fixture at  
St. Rose of Lima Parish in North 
Syracuse for so long that she doesn’t 
even remember how it all started. For  

at least the past 10 years alone, the 91-year-young 
lady has been reporting for duty daily at the parish 
elementary school. 

It took a few tries to find out her full name since 
she is simply known by all as Grandma Fay. Like the 
name, she is practically famous for calling everyone 
“honey” and being generous with hugs. “I always give 
out hugs and kisses,” Grandma Fay Indivero said, “and 
then the little ones look up at me with those eyes…” 

Principal Mary Crysler said that Grandma Fay 
often has an uncanny ability to anticipate needs.  
“She can kind of sense who the kids are that need an 
extra hug.” 

She radiates her warmth for the school while 
attributing the school for her own health and 
well-being. “I look forward to it every day,” she said. 
“It keeps me moving and keeps my mind active.  
It makes my day.” 

Grandma Fay seems genuinely amazed by the 
appreciation the young people and staff at the school 
show her. “The children are so polite and thankful  
for whatever you do. I can’t tell you how much I 
enjoy them,” she said. 

Crysler said Grandma Fay even makes it a point 
to stop into the school’s summer program to visit  
the children. 

Grandma Fay is a friendly face every day at St. Rose of Lima School.

“She loves the kids and makes sure to 

tell them that every day. The faculty 

and staff like having her around  

because she’s always so happy.”
— PRINCIPAL MARY CRYSLER
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“She loves the kids and makes sure to tell them 
that every day. The faculty and staff like having her 
around because she’s always so happy,” said Crysler.

Grandma Fay can be found daily at the school 
between 10:30 a.m. until almost 1 p.m. She lends a 
hand wherever needed. Sometimes when she arrives, 
she helps in the kitchen pre paring lunch. Sometimes 
she hands out napkins at the end of the lunch line, 
and at other times she wipes the tables down. Very 
often she can be found warming up the children’s  
ice cream containers with her hands to free them 
from the wrappers. One unusually hot day, she 
brought in two ice-cold water bottles for Crysler  
and the school secretary. They were in a little plastic 
bag, so they wouldn’t sweat all over the place,  
Crysler noted.

A collection of these unassuming little tasks makes  
up Grandmas Fay’s ongoing kindness to her parish 
com munity. She remembers when she first assisted  
at the church rectory. “I’d help with the washing and 
ironing,” she said. Whenever the regular housekeeper 
took a day off, the priests would look forward  
to the meal Grandma Fay prepared. “Because, you 
know, honey,” she said proudly, “I’m Italian.” 

And no daily visit to St. Rose of Lima School  
is complete for Grandma Fay without a stop at the 
church beforehand to pray. “I pray that God gives me 
the strength to go on and thank him every day that 
I’m able to do the things I do. And, I thank him for 
the school and the kids.”

At 91, the nonagenarian might be one of the 
church’s oldest parishioners, noted Crysler. Young- 
at-heart Grandma Fay simply stated, “I’ve really 
enjoyed life, and I’m just so honored and grateful  
for everything.” n

Dyann Nashton is the development director of  
Notre Dame Schools.

Vroooming Through 10 Years 
Immaculate Conception School, Fayetteville, celebrates the 10-year anniversary  
of its Mercedes Benz raffle this year. Part of the proceeds from this year’s raffle  
will go to a local group spearheaded by a former IC student, Dylan Letcher, who  
helped transform an acre and a half of his family’s land into a vegetable farm with  
produce donated to local food pantries, including those at Franciscan Church  
of the Assumption, St. Lucy’s and Holy Trinity parishes. In addition, this year,  
students in Grades 3 through 6 will assist Development Director Kim Sheridan 
with the ideas and logistics that make the raffle happen. A portion of the  
proceeds also goes to help support school programs.
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BY DYANN NASHTON

F
or some, personal history and values converge 
at a point that can change the future for 
others. One Notre Dame High School 
alumnus recently found himself in that very 

place. Terence Darby graduated from Notre Dame 
in Utica in 1971 and went on to a career in finance. 

Now, Darby and his family have decided to give 
back to his hometown through a matching gift to 
Notre Dame’s capital campaign, “Making Our Kids 
World Ready.” Darby has challenged Notre Dame,  
St. Francis de Sales High School and Utica Catholic 
Academy’s alumni to join him in supporting the effort 
by donating up to $250,000 for every dollar raised.

“I gave to Notre Dame because I wanted to give 
back to an institution that really helped me in my life. 
I think if I had not been to Notre Dame, I would not 
be where I am today,” he said. Darby has been 
successful in investment development and strategies 
for the independent power and utilities sectors.

And while Notre Dame’s management team and 
board has been working hard to meet this challenge, 
Darby decided to extend the generosity further to 
the country’s youth, including those throughout the 
Syracuse Diocese.

Darby created a World Youth Day Scholarship 
Fund through a crowdfunding not-for-profit, The 
Charitable Exchange. Money contributed to the fund 
will be matched up to $50,000. Then, 30 youth, 
seminarians and newly ordained priests and religious 
will be able to make the pilgrimage to World Youth 
Day in Krakow, Poland, in July 2016. The hope is to 
send 22 students and eight seminarians or newly 
ordained priests from each diocese

The scholarships will be allocated in dioceses that 
have special places in the heart of the Darby family: 
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
which is where they reside throughout the year; the 
Diocese of Camden, New Jersey, where they live and 
worship in the summers, and the Diocese of Syra-
cuse, Darby’s original diocese. 

Superintendent William Crist said that excite-
ment around the project started “from the very first 
conversation.” He added, “From the Bishop right on 
down, we kind of blinked our eyes because it is such a 
wonderful opportunity for any of the diocese’s kids 
to attend World Youth.”

Wife Anna Darby-Matteoda said the idea of the 
fund began after they happened to be traveling 
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Notre Dame Alumnus Throws Down  
Challenge To “Making Our Kids World Ready”
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through Italy one year during World Youth Day. “We 
heard from the people there and others what a 
meaningful experience it was for teens,” she said. “We 
started to think about how we could help.”

“We want to get young people—and a lot of 
young people—in touch with Christ and bring them 
together to share in the Catholic culture. Young 
people are very compassionate and idealistic and you 
have to harness that. It is a noble thing,” Anna said.

World Youth Day traces its beginnings to 1984 
when Pope John Paul II invited the youth to an 
international jubilee on Palm Sunday in St. Peter’s 
Square. Approximately 300,000 young people from 
around the world attended the event. A similar youth 
pilgrimage to Rome was held the following year. 
Later, the first official World Youth Day was sched-
uled for 1996.

In a pontifical message, Pope Francis asks the 
youth to prepare themselves for the upcoming World 
Youth Day by contemplating the 6th Beatitude, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” 
(Mt 5:8). Pope Francis said, “Dear young friends, this 
search for happiness is shared by people of all times 
and all ages. God has placed in the heart of every 
man and woman an irrepressible desire for happiness, 
for fulfillment. Have you not noticed that your hearts 
are restless, always searching for a treasure which can 
satisfy their thirst for the infinite?”

It appears in this particular case, the prayers  
of our youth and their restless hearts have been 
answered by the treasure shared with them by the  
Darby family.

Anna said that crowdfunding is a modern way to 
reach out to donors “by using the numbers game.”  
She said that gaining a following through social 
media will help illustrate that “many small gifts really 
do help.” To make a donation or learn more about  
the World Youth Day Scholarship Fund, visit www.
charitableexchange.org. Funds raised on the web site 
will be matched dollar for dollar. n

Dyann Nashton is the development director of  
Notre Dame Schools.

Notre Dame Alumnus Throws Down  
Challenge To “Making Our Kids World Ready”

Keeping Jesus Among Us
Every year, students at Holy Family School in Syracuse celebrate the  
Re-Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The image is prominently  
displayed in each classroom and throughout the school.
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Puppy Power Brings Happiness,  
Stress Relief to CAP Students
BY CAROLINE K. REFF

E
lroy is a rock star! That’s the general 
consensus when the 15-pound, 6-year-old 
friendly ball of fur romps into Cathedral 
Academy at Pompei with Carol Crist to join 

the students for some 
playful cuddles and 
friendly licks.

Crist, wife of 
Catholic Schools 
Superintendent 
William Crist, has 
been bringing Elroy, a 
Shih Tzu, to CAP once 
or twice a month since 
last year. She and Elroy 
are part of Pet Part-
ners, an organization 
that brings pets into 
local schools, nursing 
home and hospitals to 
promote the animal-
human bond.

According to Crist, many of the children at 
CAP don’t have dogs at home or, as former refu-
gees, are from places where dogs often run wild and 
are undomesticated. Some of the children are 
fearful or have had little exposure to dogs, but Elroy 
easily charms even the most hesitant with his 
relaxed temperament and exuberant demeanor.

“He’s very gentle with children,” said Crist, who 
is a registered nurse at Oswego Hospital. “Even the 
most frightened kids will often eventually warm up 
to him.”

Both CAP Principal Sr. Helen Anne Charlebois 
and faculty member Janet Driscoll thought bring - 
ing in an animal to the school would benefit the 
child ren, both for the psychological benefits and  
just to have some fun. 

“Some of the children at CAP have come 
through some very trying times before they came 
to the U.S. and others cope with everyday chal-

lenges, so Elroy does a little bit to ease their stress 
level,” said Driscoll. “Cuddling or hugging him is a 
great outlet to relieve their stress. He’s a very loving 
dog. Some like to hold him in their laps and others 
like to read to him. Others like to just be around 
him because he brings so much joy!”

“We love having Carol and Elroy visit our 
school,” she added. “They both have a kind and 
gentle demeanor that would brighten anyone’s day!”

Elroy and Crist are both certified through Pet 
Partners, which offers special training to make sure 
all dogs have the correct temperament and can 
obey basic commands. Crist and Elroy visit other 
schools during the year, too, and have even been 
spotted on the Le Moyne College campus during 
finals week to help relax stressed out students.

The Crist family adopted Elroy six years ago. 
Their son, Billy, now a college student, wanted a 
black Shih Tzu puppy, and when they arrived at the 
breeder there were many to choose from. Then 
there was Elroy. He was young, but not the brand 
new puppy they expected to find. He had been the 
runt of his litter and time and time again been 
overlooked by potential adopters, but this was his 
lucky day.

“Our son wanted him, and that was that. Elroy 
quickly became an important part of the family,” 
said Crist, who also has another Shih Tzu at home 
named Luigi. 

Over the past year, Elroy has become an 
important part of the CAP family, too, and Crist 
looks forward to more visits later in the school year. 

Said Crist, “When Bill and I have a hard day at 
work, we are so happy to see Elroy and Luigi’s tails 
wagging when we walk through the door. Pets give 
unconditional love, and I’m so happy to be able to 
share that with the students at CAP.” n

Caroline K. Reff is a freelance writer in Syracuse, New York, 
and a special projects consultant for the Catholic Schools Office.

Students at CAP enjoy visits from Elroy.
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Former All Saints Student  
Sings with Vienna Boys’ Choir
BY CLAUDIA MATHIS

M
atthew Beach, 12, has just 
completed a tour singing 
with the Vienna Boys Choir 
in China, Hong Kong and 

Taiwan. A former student at All Saints 
School in Endicott, Matthew is having  
the experience of a lifetime. He is now in 
Austria and will perform with his singing 
group, Haydnchor, for a few weeks before 
heading out to tour in Germany for a 
month. 

“This experience has been very, very 
exciting,” said Matthew. “I love to sing and 
to bring happiness to large groups of 
people. I like meeting different people and 
seeing so many different parts of the world. 
I’ve enjoyed the amazing people and 
playing and singing with all the different 
kids we meet on the tour.”

Matthew has enjoyed singing since he 
was 7 years old, performing at churches 
such as St. James and Holy Family in the 
Endicott area, as well as in plays through 
community organizations such as the 
Endicott Cider Mill Playhouse. 

Matthew’s mother, Tami, realized that 
he had an extraordinary voice and arranged 
for him to study with professional music 
teacher Jan DeAngelo. 

Up until last March, Matthew was 
leading a fairly normal life, playing hockey, 
video games and spending time outdoors 
with his friends. That changed, however, 
after his mother, together with her son, 
responded to a call for boys to audition to 
sing in the Vienna Boys’ Choir. 

Matthew and his family were then 
invited to Kingston, Ontario, for an 
audition following a Vienna Boys’ Choir 
concert on March 26, 2015.

Following his audition, Matthew and 
his parents were shocked when the choir 
master advised them to take Matthew to 
Austria immediately if they could. While 
most boys recruited to the choir attend a 
camp in July prior to officially joining the 
choir, the choir master told Matthew and 
his parents that he might be asked to come 
to Vienna sooner.

Two days later, Tami Beach received  
an email from the president of the Vienna 
Boys’ Choir requesting Matthew come to 
Vienna as soon as possible to learn German 
for classes and practices that started in May.

Matthew is one of the few boys in the 
world selected for the Vienna Boys’ Choir. 
The choir consists of about 100 boys from 
30 nations. The boys are divided into four 
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groups of 25 each that tour for about 11 
weeks of the academic year. 

The young men live in an apartment 
complex inside a palace that is around 500 
years old in Vienna. They practice singing 
four to five hours a day and attend classes 
taught in German.

When asked what one of his most 
memorable experiences has been so far, 
Matthew replied, “I have had so many in 
such a short time—it’s all memorable, but I 
have two that are my favorites: when I 
walked on the Great Wall in China and 
then when we were flying into Hong Kong. 
When we were landing it seemed like we 
were going on the water because the 
runway is surrounded by water on both 
sides. It was a great experience, and I loved 
it.”

Matthew continues his work with the 
Vienna Boys’ Choir and is thrilled to have 
such a rare opportunity. “I was so happy,” 
remembered Matthew of his acceptance. 
“And a little overwhelmed once it all settled 
in and I realized all I would need to learn, 
and I knew at times it would be hard. My 
family was so encouraging and excited for 
me. I knew that I was getting a very special 
chance of a lifetime.” n

Claudia Mathis is a freelance writer  
in Syracuse, New York.

Matthew Beach, 
far left, sings  
with the Vienna 
Boys’ Choir.
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BY MICHCA FORTIN

I
t began three years ago with a discussion about 
recognizing 100 years of Most Holy Rosary 
Church. Parishioners excited to document the 
storied history of this still vibrant parish that 

anchors an established neighborhood of the city of 
Syracuse, Strathmore. Then the revelation that if the 
church is celebrating a centennial, how about Most 
Holy Rosary School? 

Originally an educational mission of Most Holy 
Rosary Parish, Most Holy Rosary School (MHR)  
sits aside the church creating a campus of a Catholic 
community that has evolved and adapted to succeed, 
through 100 years of educating students. The first 
teachers and administrators were Sisters, Servants  
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The Sisters  
opened their doors on September 8, 1915, welcoming 
245 students in Grades 4 through 11. At the time, 
MHR was one of several Catholic schools within  
the city limits. One hundred years later, MHR stands 
as one of a hand full of Diocesan Catholic schools 
inside the city.

To commemorate the centennial of the school, 
alumni, current faculty and parents launched an 

The Memory Room at Most Holy Rosary School displays 
100 years of memorabilia.

Most Holy Rosary School Commemorates 
Centennial with School Archive

effort to establish a physical archive for viewing.  
The Memory Room houses memorabilia rescued 
from the attics of alumni, as well as the basement  
of the school and church, physical reminders that  
go beyond annual yearbooks.

There are pictures of IHM sisters in classrooms, 
using chalk on blackboards, students in uniforms 
including button-down shirt and tie sitting behind 
wooden desks with chairs in a row. Images of  
days gone by that make those who view them  
wax nostalgically for a time when days were less 
scheduled and life was a little easier to navigate. 

Current faculty member, MHR alumni and 
mother of two MHR students, Maureen Smith 
recently walked through the Memory Room with  
her students. “It is a visual and sensory history 
lesson,” she said. “The children see photographs  
of their classrooms with students that look like  
them, and then realize that it was in a long time  
ago. There are subtle changes, like we don’t use 
chalkboards anymore!” n

Michca Fortin is an administrative assistant in the Catholic 
Schools Office.
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Diocesan Communications Team Partners  
With CSO To Enhance Online Branding Effort

T
here’s no denying the impor-
tance of making an outstanding 
online impression. In an effort 
to jumpstart the 2015-16 school 

year in the Diocese of Syracuse, the 
Diocesan Communications Office began 
working with the Catholic Schools Office 
(CSO) over the summer months to 
formulate a communication plan that 
emphasized the importance of online 
branding, marketing, and social media. 

The conversation began at a CSO 
staff meeting, where Superintendent 
William Crist and staff spoke to Dani-
elle Cummings, chancellor and director 
of communications, and Nicole Chenet, 
communi cations and social media special-
ist, about ways that the CSO can empower 
and support its system of 22 schools to 
enhance their online presence. 

“Our Catholic schools do so many 
amazing things—we need to do our best to 
showcase what they’re doing, to show the 
community outside of our schools that our 
staff and students are truly examples of 
‘faith in action,’” said Chenet. “Web sites 
and social media accounts are the perfect 
place to do that!”

On August 20, 2015, Cummings and 
Chenet spoke to administrators from  
each diocesan school at the annual kick- 
off meeting at Le Moyne College. The 
conversation included the importance of 
taking advantage of Syracuse Catholic 
Television, The Catholic Sun newspaper 
and diocesan social media to promote the 
good things that the schools are doing 
throughout the year. 

Cummings, who introduced herself as 
the Catholic school’s “biggest cheerleader,” 
encouraged administrators to contact the 
communications office anytime to promote 
events or simply seek marketing advice. At 
the same meeting, Chenet introduced 

administrators to the new diocesan 
employee portal, where staff could find 
important documents, calendars and more 
useful information, as well as the brand new 
diocesan media kit. The kit—which 
Chenet hopes will become an indispens-
able tool for the schools—contains a 
variety of information, including tips and 
tricks for writing a press release, a media 
distribution list by region, release forms, 
social media and website guidelines and 
best practices, and general marketing 
suggestions. Finally, administrators were 
introduced to a new diocesan offering 
called MySyrDio E-resources, a monthly, 
online resource that includes suggestions 
for social media postings, family and 
school activities, and more—all based  
on a monthly theme that ties together  
the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ catechetical theme for the year 
and the upcoming Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Administrators were also reminded of 
the importance of using their Web sites and 
social media to not only engage current 
families but to also market their school to 
families who may be considering Catholic 
school. Many schools, like St. Margaret’s  
in Mattydale, Rome Catholic and the 
Catholic Schools of Broome County, have 
robust social media accounts; other schools 
are just beginning to establish an online 
presence. The goal, according to the 
communications team, is to meet the 
schools where they are and give them  
the tools and encouragement necessary  
to keep the process going. 

And the collaboration didn’t stop there. 
On October 1, the communications team 
met again with school administrators—this 
time to make a plan for Catholic Schools 
Week 2016. Although the annual celebra-
tion of Catholic schools isn’t until the last 
week in January, administrators have 

already agreed to a diocesan-wide day of 
service and a renewed commitment to not 
only showcasing the fun things that schools 
do during the week (like pajama day) but 
also the many faith-focused activities that 
are offered. 

The Catholic Schools Office has its 
own Facebook page, where good news 
from all 22 schools in the diocesan system 
is showcased. The page is accessible by 
visiting Facebook.com/SyracuseCatholic-
Schools. In addition, video highlights from 
events at Syracuse Catholic schools are 
available on the Syracuse Catholic TV You-
Tube channel: YouTube.com/SyrDio—
click on “In Our Schools.” n

Submitted by the Diocesan Communications Office

F O L L O W  U S  O N 

Social Media:
Twitter: 

@CristSyrDio (William Crist)

@SyrDiocese (Syracuse Diocese)

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ 

SyracuseCatholicSchools

Web site:
www.syracusediocese.org

Syracuse Catholic TV YouTube channel:
YouTube.com/SyrDio 
 click on “In Our Schools”
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Put to the Test: 
BY CHRISTY PERRY

T
he shrieks and giggles of just-home-
from-school children echo through 
the halls of the Pullano home. We  
can hear their delightful noise through 
closed doors, as Karen and Bill 

Pullano, parents of nine children, chat with me in 
their cozy parlor. Hanging over the fireplace mantel 
is a large portrait of the entire family, taken in May 
2008. I ask them what was going on in their lives at 
the time the photo was taken.

“ M I K E Y ”
Their 4-year old son Michael had just spent Easter 
weekend at home with his parents and siblings after 
enduring months of chemotherapy aimed at shrink-
ing a tumor buried deep inside his brain stem. In the 
portrait Michael is seated, his young face swollen, 
his hair gone. 

“He doesn’t look like himself there at all,” said 
Karen. The day after Easter, “Mikey,” their first-born 
son, was headed back to Upstate University Hospi-
tal for five days of intense chemotherapy. 

The worried parents knew it would be a rough 
week in the hospital for him, but no one—not they 

or the doctors or anyone else—expected what 
happened that Friday.

“He stopped breathing,” said Bill.
“He’d been awake and on the way back from  

[a medical procedure]. I thought, something’s not 
right,” Karen explained. “I don’t even know what 
happened, he just started having an event and 
trauma; he was Code Blue.”

Doctors in the intensive care unit began life-
saving treatment for Mikey, but they did not give 
Karen and Bill much hope for their son’s survival. 
The Pullano family gathered in his hospital room. 
Doctors suggested he be taken off a ventilator, and 
Crouse Hospital Chaplain Rev. Robert Hyde was 
called in to perform the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick.

One by one, his brother and sisters arrived at his 
hospital room and stood around their breathing but 
unresponsive little brother. Anna, oldest of the nine, 
walked in. Karen continued the story. “Anna had a 
certain connection with Michael. She just always did. 
And she walked into the room and I said, ‘Mikey, 
Anna’s here. Do you want to say hi to Anna?’ And his 
little head nodded. And the doctors didn’t believe it.”

Pullano Family Holds Tightly to Faith and Family



Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord  
Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and  
the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in  
all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those  
in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves  
receive from God.
—2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4
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Put to the Test: 

In the following months, the family 
went to Walt Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida, courtesy of the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. Although it was difficult for 
him to do much because of his illness, 
Mikey was excited to see his cartoon 
favorite, Mickey Mouse. 

At summer’s end though—August 
19, 2008—4-year-old Michael Pullano 
died. Fr. Hyde had since taken a  
job as parish priest at St. Margaret’s 
Church in Mattydale. His first day on 
the job was spent preaching Michael’s 
funeral Mass.

Hearts broken, his parents took on 
the difficult tasks of grieving their son’s 
loss while caring for their other chil-
dren, whose grief was very real and raw 
as well. In retelling the story, Karen and 
Bill respond to each other’s words in a 
tight harmony one often hears from 

closely knit couples.
“It’s a really difficult thing to understand; why 

does God allow suffering?” Karen acknowledged. 
Bill picked up her thought. “Now that we look 

back at it, God allows suffering because it’s through 
the suffering that He can show his love.”

The Pullanos’ faith kept them functioning during 
that time and, they say, it still does. They established 
a scholarship fund for students at St. Margaret’s 
School— The Mikey Fund— the school all of their 
children except Mikey have attended.

“It really makes a difference for families, whether 
they can afford the tuition and continue this Catho-
lic education,” said St. Margaret’s Principal Amanda 
Hopkins. “It truly is a blessing for the community.”

Bill and Karen say that in turn, the community 
has richly blessed them. The outpouring of support 
they received helped them through some very dark 
days. “After Mike died, I remember saying, you 
know, the only thing I can think of that’s worse than 
losing a child is to lose two children,” said Bill.

A N N A
Her parents say Anna was hit especially hard by  
her little brother’s passing. She wondered why their 
prayers for his healing weren’t answered. 

“The hardest part, even for believers, is some-
times He heals and sometimes He doesn’t,” Bill said. 
“And that’s where you’ve got to fall back on your 

“It was after Fr. Hyde and all of us had stood 
around Mikey and prayed,” Bill said.” The little boy 
then woke up and opened his eyes. By Sunday 
morning, he was still alert and breathing on his own.

The family was all at the hospital again that 
morning and went to Mass together in the hospital 
chapel. “I had no idea what day it was,” Karen said. 
“And of course it was Divine Mercy Sunday. And it 
was such a special gift.”

“We still refer to it as ‘Mikey’s Miracle,’” Bill 
added.

The Pullanos knew that their son still had a 
rough road ahead. He had been treated at Boston 
Children’s Hospital months before for a rare type  
of brain tumor called a PNET, which stands for 
Primitive Neuroectodermal Tumor. They were told 
there was no known effective treatment for PNETs. 
Nonetheless, his parents enrolled him in the Head-
Start Cancer Treatment Program, an intensive 
chemotherapy plan, in Boston. Back in Syracuse, 
though, his tumor grew larger. 

At that point in time, Karen was eight months 
pregnant. While Mikey was receiving chemo at 
Upstate University Hospital, Karen gave birth to 
daughter Laura. “I was back and forth in the tunnel 
between the two hospitals,” Bill said. While still a 
patient himself, a delighted Mikey got to meet his 
new sister. He called her “Baby Wawa,” his parents 
recalled with smiles. Continued on page 14
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faith and accept whether 
He heals or not.”

St. Margaret’s School 
Secretary Sue Lowe 
watched Anna grow up. 
“As I remember, she was a 
shy, very quiet little thing 
who definitely blossomed,” 
Lowe recalled. “She was 
an angelic little girl.”

Anna was in her senior 
year at Westhill High 
School on the first day of 
March 2013. On a Friday 
night, she asked her dad if 
she could take the car out 
to visit some friends. He 
said yes, as he had many times before.

“She didn’t have a curfew, but we 
were starting to tell her to be reason-
able, don’t come home too late,” Karen 
said. “I know she wanted more trust, 
and so I was trying not to text her 
every minute.”

Karen was again pregnant and  
by midnight, she was too tired to  
wait up for Anna any longer. Although 
she was nervous, instead of texting  
her daughter that she was going to  
bed, Karen prayed. “I just prayed ‘Lord,  
you know, I entrust her to you, and 
Mary, I entrust her to you,’” she said.

Karen doesn’t know if she was 
having a dream or a vision as she lay  
in bed, but she remembers seeing the 
Blessed Mother walk right up to her, 
and Anna was with her.

Bill picked up the phone at about  
2 a.m., Saturday morning, March 2. 
Anna had been in an auto accident. 

According to the detective who 
investigated the accident, a sudden, 
late-night snowstorm slicked roads and 
made visibility difficult for drivers in 
that section of town. Anna was 

wearing her seat belt and had her foot 
on the brake, police theorized, to try 
to avoid sliding into an intersection. 
She was traveling at 13 miles an hour. 
A Centro bus driver did not see her  
car when it slid into the bus’s path.  
The bus hit the driver’s side door. 
Police believe she died instantly. 

“What a shock,” Karen said. Bill 
added, “What a shock that was that,  
out of nowhere, all of a sudden, she 
was gone.”

Faced with burying their second 
child, Karen and Bill say they once 
again turned to God and slowly,  
step by step, began walking in faith, 
believing that Anna and Michael  
were reunited in Heaven.

“It’s all about your faith,” Bill said. 
“And it’s about your hope in eternal 
life, and you believe you’ll be reunited 
with your loved ones, long to be 
reunited with the Lord.”

Did they ever ask God “Why us?”
Karen says she doesn’t believe 

there will be an answer to that in this 
life. Bill admits he did ask God ‘Why?’ 
after both children died. But he also 

was convinced that he had to 
accept that God was in 
control of all parts of life.

“I always say, every day, 
Your will be done. And even 
though it may not be Your 
will for a young child to die,  
I know You’re going to use 
this to your benefit. So be it,” 
Karen said.

A few years after Mikey’s 
passing, Karen channeled her 
mourning into writing and 
helping others who grieve. 
What began as a hospital-
provided blog on Caring-
bridges.com became 

Godversations, a blog and Facebook 
page that Karen maintains to this day. 

Principal Hopkins says the 
Pullanos’ gracious and kind outreach  
to others is a hallmark of the way they 
live and raise their children. “Not only 
have they had significant loss in their 
past, but the way that they move 
forward and continue to keep others 
inspired around them about faith and 
being strong is truly a gift,” she said. 

Bill and Karen are quick to mention 
the beautiful gifts they received in the 
aftermath of their children’s deaths. 
Because of the research they did into 
Mikey’s cancer treatment, they were 
able to direct Karen’s mother, diag-
nosed with Stage 4 lung cancer in 
September 2007, to a holistic cancer 
treatment center in Texas. That 
treatment added years to her life.

The fact that they welcomed new 
babies into their family just as both 
Mikey and Anna left was also a major 
healing factor for them all. Besides 
Anna, who would now be 20, and 
Mikey, who would now be 11, the 
Pullanos are blessed with Nichole, 19; 

Karen and Bill Pullano at home with their family.

Continued from page 13
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Celebrating Science
Most Rev. Robert J. Cunningham, bishop of Syracuse, 
and Catholic Schools Superintendent William Crist 
helped St. Margaret’s School in Mattydale celebrate 
the opening of its new science lab. St. Margaret’s 
is the first school in New York State to introduce 
LabLearner to its science curriculum complete with 
modern science equipment, supplies and a specified 
plan to define the building blocks of science, its tools 
and concepts for children in Kindergarten through 
Grade 6.

Wise Lessons 
Students at Holy Cross School, Dewitt, learned about owls during a 
special presentation by Cynthia Page from the Page Wildlife Manage-
ment Program in Manlius. The center brought five different kinds of 
owls to show the students and discussed how the program helps  
rehabilitate and return owls to their natural habitats.

Danielle, 15; Karrina, 14; Andrew, 10; 
Laura, 7; Melissa, 6; and Olivia, 2. 

“How beautiful, in both instances, 
we’re going through this and we get a 
new life,” said Bill. 

 

Editor’s Note: A post-interview phone  
call from Karen confirmed yet another new  
life is on the way to the Pullanos. They are,  
as of this writing, expecting their 10th child.  
The baby’s due date? June 14, 2016— 
the day that would have been Mikey’s  
birthday. n

Christy Perry is a freelance writer in 
Syracuse, New York. She recently  
published her first historical novel,  
Panther Mountain: Caroline’s Story.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON:

The Mikey Fund
A scholarship program at 
St. Margaret’s School
Contact Principal Amanda Hopkins at  
315-455-5791



P
I

L
L

A
R

S

16

BY PAT SHEA

F
or the past ten years, the Diocese of Syracuse 
Catholic Schools Office has made a point of 
honoring individuals who are committed to 
the mission and success of Catholic School 

education at its annual Light the Way Dinner. The 
dinner has been a traditional kick-off celebration for 

Catholic Schools Week.
The event has grown in size each 
year, with over 500 in attendance 

in previous years, and proceeds 
from the dinner are used to 
provide financial support to 
families of Catholic School 
students in need of tuition 
assistance. In the past, the 
event has raised hundreds 
of thousands of dollars.

 Over the years, several 
awards have been presented  

at the dinner, including the 
Witness to Faith Award, the Super- 

intendent’s Award, the Distinguished 
Alumni Award and the Light the Way Award. 

The Witness to Faith Award is presented to a 
Catholic school educator who is not only a teacher 
or a professional who instructs and offers knowledge 
to students, but helps with the overall development 
and enhancement of faith in others. Previous 
honorees have included Peg Brown, former principal 
of St. Patrick’s School in Oneida (2011); Sr. Anna 
Mae Collins, CSJ, principal of Notre Dame Junior/
Senior High School in Utica (2012); Sally Lisi, 
principal of Immaculate Conception School in 
Fayetteville (2012); Rev. Richard P. Morisette of  
St. Stephen the King Church in Oswego (2015);  
and ADAPEP Counselor Patricia Schramm of  
Bishop Ludden Junior/Senior High School in 
Syracuse (2015).

The Superintendent’s Service Medal is presented 
to a member of the school community that has 
volunteered a significant amount of his/her time  
and talent to help others. Past honorees include 
Mary Ellen Salanger, a member of the Board of the 

Catholic Education Foundation of the Southern  
Tier who volunteered countless hours to help 
Broome County Catholic Schools (2011);  
Dr. Jennifer Redmore of St. James School,  
Johnson City (2014); and Ann and Dave Keeney  
of St. Mary’s Academy in Baldwinsville (2014). 

The Distinguished Alumni Award honors an 
alumni of a diocesan Catholic school who has 
“successfully used the values they learned in Catholic 
school to make a positive impact on the world,” and 
remains connected to helping support and promote 
Catholic education. Previous honorees included 
Michael D’Avirro, Bishop Grimes Class of ’78  
(2011); Lucy Paris, Bishop Ludden High School  
Class of ’73 (2013); and Terry Gallagher, Broome 
County Catholic Schools Class of 1989 (2014).

The Light the Way Award is the highlight each 
year, honoring an individual or organization that 
“has served the Catholic Schools of the diocese  
with distinction over a period of years,” and has 
made a “memorable and lasting impact on the life  
of the diocese due to their work in the field of 
Catholic education.”

Previous winners of the Light the Way Award 
include Sr. Mary Anne Heenan, CSJ (2011); Connie 
Berry, former editor-in-chief of The Catholic Sun, 
(2014); and in 2015, in celebration of the Year of 
Consecrated Life, the diocese honored approxi-
mately 21 sisters and their religious orders that have 
consistently supported the Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of Syracuse, with the Light the Way Award.

“This year’s celebration is an important milestone 
in honoring Catholic education and those who have 
dedicated their lives to serving this important 
mission,” said Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
William Crist. “Over the past ten years, these 
honorees have represented the best there is about 
Catholic education and the many hands—and 
hearts—it takes to keep our schools vibrant and our 
students educated in faith.”

In 2016, to celebrate the 10th anniversary, the 
Light the Way Award honorees will be individuals 
who have provided 40 years of service or more to 

A Decade of Honor and Celebration
CATH O LI C  SC H OO L S C E LE B R ATE  1 0TH AN N UAL L I G HT TH E WAY D I N N E R 
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Catholic Schools. The decision to honor 
this group came as a direct request from 
the faculty throughout the diocese, who 
felt this group deserved to be recog-
nized during this special anniversary. 

“Forty years of service is just an 
incredible commitment,” said Crist. 
“This group has undoubtedly seen many 
changes in our Catholic schools here in 
the Diocese of Syracuse but also seen 
the fortitude we have had continuing to 
provide an outstanding education that 
combines the best of academics and the 
solid foundation of the faith. For various 
reasons, they have stuck with us and 
helped to make our Catholic schools 
even stronger. The relationships they 
have formed with students and families 
are truly remarkable. I’m sure each and 
every one of them has some interesting 
stories to tell, and we look forward to 
honoring them at this year’s Light the 
Way event.”n

Pat Shea is the former associate editor of  
The Catholic Sun.

Tiny Eagles Soar
Some of the youngest students at Blessed Sacrament School in Syracuse are dubbed 
the “Tiny Eagles,” as part of the school’s 3-year-old early education program. Specially 
designed for 3 year olds, this unique program offers time and space for the children 
to imagine explore, create and play with activities like the Tiny Eagle Café, a life-sized 
Candy Land and experiments with teddy bear osmosis. The teachers in The Tiny Eagles 
Program work closely with parents in sharing religious beliefs and values, too, in order 
to foster faith development at an early age. Children are encouraged to experience 
the joy of learning at his or her own pace.

With Appreciation
At a ceremony cele brating 
Veterans Day in November, 
4th grader Mary Redmore 
presents a certificate of 
thanks on behalf of St. James 
School in Johnson City to a 
very special friend, Captain 
Douglas Story U.S. Navy 
(retired), who served from 
October 1956 to May 1994.
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Mary Crysler

Sr. Christina Marie 
Luczynski, CSSF

Kristin Healt

Five New Principals Answer Call To Lead 
Diocesan Catholic Schools
BY CLAUDIA MATHIS

T
he students of the diocese’s Catholic 
schools are benefiting greatly from the 
leadership of five new principals for the 
2015-2016 school year. All are dedicated 

to providing a faith-filled environment in which to 
learn, and they bring a wealth of experience to their 
new positions. They each have specific goals they 
would like to accomplish.

KRISTIN HEALT, PRINCIPAL AT ST. PATRICK’S 
SCHOOL, ONEIDA

Healt previously taught reading and writing  
to students at Adirondack Middle School in 

Boonville. She also assisted in the development of a 
reading program for Kindergarten to 6th Grades at 
Saint Peter’s Catholic School in Lowville. In addi-
tion, she has worked as an assistant principal and 
taught 1st and 2nd Grades. She served as interim 
principal and director of technology for West 
Leyden Elementary School. 

“I’m happy to be back in a Catholic school,” said 
Healt. She credits her decision to lead  
St. Patrick’s as “the Holy Spirit at work.” Healt 
recalled praying to St. Patrick when she attended 
Mass. “He brought me here,” she explained. “I fell in 
love with the school—the presence of God is here.” 

Healt’s goals include obtaining iPads for all 
students, projectors for every classroom, a Smart-
board for the library, security cameras for the 
outside of the school building and to sponsor a 
service project for the students every month. 

Healt sees her biggest challenge as having 
enough funding for the school. She wants to raise 
funds for the school’s scholarship fund. “I don’t want 
to turn anyone away who can’t afford to attend,” she 
explained. 

MARY CRYSLER, PRINCIPAL AT ST. ROSE OF LIMA, 
NORTH SYRACUSE 

C rysler, a teacher at St. Rose of Lima for the past 
20 years, decided she wanted to change her role 

at the school. “I wanted to be able to experience 
education from a different perspective,” she said. 
“I’m so glad that I could do it here. I’ve enjoyed the 
experience so much—meeting new families and 
working with the teachers.”

In addition to teaching Kindergarten through 
3rd Grades, Crysler has worked as an administrative 
leader who conducted teacher evaluations and 
observations. She also designed a curriculum using 
the Common Core Standards, mentored teachers in 
technology and facilitated the Response to Interven-
tion Program. Her teaching experience also includes 
instructing gifted and talented students in enrich-
ment activities at St. Mary’s Elementary School in 
Clinton. 

“My faith-based goal is to reach out to the parish 
and community, to invite them to our activities,” said 
Crysler. She also wishes to recruit and retain more 
students and to also improve the students’ achieve-
ment scores. 

SR. CHRISTINA MARIE LUCZYNSKI, CSSF, PRINCI-
PAL AT HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL, SYRACUSE

S r. Christina Marie said she wanted to lead Holy 
Family because she has a passion for Catholic 

education. “I want to be of service to the Church,” 
she said. 

Sr. Christina Marie has an extensive teaching and 
administrative history in schools throughout New 
York State. In 2011, she was presented with Roches-
ter’s Golden Apple Award for Exceptional Leader-
ship in Education. In addition, she was honored with 
the Elizabeth Ann Seton Award presented by the 
Diocese of Buffalo in 1991. 
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Sr. Christina Marie sees her challenges as 
increasing enrollment and ensuring that there is 
strong family involvement in Catholic education. 

The administrator has several goals for the year. 
In addition to increasing enrollment, she wants to 
find other sources of revenue to help fund tuition 
assistance. She also plans to find ways to increase her 
students’ access to technology. 

 
JULIE LAMURAGLIA, PRINCIPAL AT ST. JOHN THE 
EVANGELIST SCHOOL, BINGHAMTON 

Lamuraglia, after teaching in public schools for 
more than 25 years, decided to try something 

different—serving in a Catholic school. “I really like 
the small school setting,” she remarked. “It’s really 
great. I’m learning a lot, and everyone’s been so 
welcoming and supportive here.” 

She sees her challenges as balancing the budget 
(new to her), determining what she can do to help 
and to become familiar with the students and 
families. “I want us to be partners,” said Lamuraglia. 

Her goals this year are to learn what the teachers 
are using in their curriculums and to also look for 
opportunities to team up with other schools in order 
to become more consistent in their curriculums and 
their process of instruction. In addition, Lamuraglia 
wants to help establish a strong literacy program at 
the school. 

BRENDA REICHERT, PRINCIPAL AT BISHOP LUDDEN 
JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, SYRACUSE

A fter teaching for the last 23 years within the 
diocese, Reichert took the reins of principal at 

Bishop Ludden in April 2015. She previously taught 
at St. Rose of Lima in North Syracuse and also 
served as principal at Most Holy Rosary in Syracuse. 

“God led me in this direction,” Reichert recalled. 
“I was at home, taking care of my mother and 
grandchildren, and pining for something else. I 
prayed for direction from God, and then I was 
contacted by Ludden. I had previously worked there 
as a counselor, and to be called back was wonderful. 
It quickly became apparent that I needed to be there. 
I truly love the job. The kids teach me a lot and they 
help me grow.”

Reichert said that because much of her experi-
ence has been in elementary schools, it’s been 
challenging to lead a secondary school. She’s had to 
quickly learn the school’s curriculum and require-
ments. 

Reichert said she is examining what is working 
and not working in the school and considering if 
there might be a different way of doing things. “I’m 
looking to make things better than what they were,” 
she explained. “I want to offer different courses and 
activities.” n

Claudia Mathis is a freelance writer in Syracuse, New York. Brenda Reichert

Julie Lamuraglia

Warm Hands, Warm Hearts
In Cortland, St. Mary’s School students and staff participate in many service projects throughout the school year. One recent project was a 
hat, coat, and mitten drive for Cortland Chenango Rural Services. Cortland Chenango Rural Services is a ministry of the Catholic Diocese that 
serves people in the rural areas of Cortland and Chenango Counties. Rural Services assesses local needs and offers assistance to all persons as 
an extension of God’s love. The 4th Grade class has participated in this service project for at least the last 15 years, and it is always a success. 
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The People’s Pope: 
P O P E  F R A N C I S ’  U . S .  V I S I T  T H R I L L S ,  E XC I T E S  
A N D  I N S P I R E S  T H E  FA I T H F U L

BY PAT SHEA

W
hen President of Catholic Schools 
of Broome County Richard Bucci 
and his wife won tickets from the 
Diocese of Syracuse to the Madison 

Square Garden Mass celebrated by Pope Francis in 
New York on September 25, 2015, they expected to 
be excited; but instead they were spellbound. 

“The minute you walked into Manhattan, you 
felt this air of anticipation, of excitement,” stated 
Bucci. “It permeated the whole city the entire time 
the pope was there. Being able to come, to visit the 
city during this time and watch this amazing man 
celebrate Mass with over 20,000 people was … well, 
it was awe-inspiring.”

Those in attendance at the Mass, explained 
Bucci, felt privileged to be in the presence of the 
pope. “During his homily he spoke about life in a 

city and how a person can be alone even living in a 
huge metropolitan area. He spoke how in (New York 
City) someone can live in a multi-million dollar 
condo while others at the same time just blocks away 
are living in squalor. He stated it was a Christian’s 
obligation to support those on the fringe, to not look 
through them, but to help those who are suffering,” 
Bucci explained.

Bucci has adult children who live in the city, and 
although they did not attend the Mass, they were 
able to catch a glimpse of the Pope’s motorcade 
down New York City’s historic 5th Avenue. 

“My kids were so excited,” said Bucci. “They knew 
it was a once in a lifetime moment and getting the 
chance to see [Pope Francis] was so spontaneous. They 
were thrilled, even though they saw him only for a 
moment, but it’s was something they will never forget.”
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Bucci commented on how so many people 
throughout the weekend spoke of the pope’s 
humility and charismatic personality. “He pulls 
people to him regardless of their faith,” stated Bucci. 
“Anyone who was able to be part of this unique 
event, whether they went to the Mass at Madison 
Square Garden or the saw the Pope in Central Park, 
or were at one of the other venues he visited, 
understands how difficult it is to sum up in words 
this experience. It was a once-in-a-lifetime memory.”

P O P E  F R A N C I S :  A N  
I N S P I R AT I O N A L  M A N
Anita Welych’s mother, Lilia, 86, and her aunt, Ines, 
87, also won tickets from the Diocese of Syracuse to 
attend the Madison Square Mass. Welych’s mother 
and aunt are both originally from Colombia, and 
Welych helped them travel from Syracuse to New 
York to see the Pope, despite not having a ticket 
herself for the event. Fortunately, arrangements were 
made for Welych to accompany her aunt and mother 
inside the arena, and for Welych the opportunity was 
one she was thankful not to have missed. 

“We were in an elevator at Penn Station when 
someone called out, ‘How many of us are here to  
see the Pope?’ The entire elevator erupted in cheers,” 
stated Welych. Once outside the arena, Welych help 
guide the two senior citizen women from Syracuse 
down five city blocks to the end of the security 
checkpoint line. 

“People in line were from all over the world,  
and we waited two hours to go through security,  
but everyone was jovial and in a great mood,” 
explained Welych. 

The women eventually were seated in an upper 
section of the arena for Mass and waited patiently 
through performances by Stephen Colbert, Gloria 
Estefan and Jennifer Hudson. “Then we heard 
thunderous applause, and we saw Pope Francis  
arrive in a golf cart,” stated Welych. 

The Syracuse residents had a clear view from 
their seats of the Pope throughout the Mass. They 

were impressed by the many representatives from 
various Catholic churches on the altar and the 
readers who spoke in several different languages. 
The true high point for the three women was 
hearing the pope speak in his native language, 
Spanish, during the homily.

“Because we are bilingual, we understood him 
perfectly,” stated Welych. “He is a brilliant speaker, 
so eloquent! He spoke of people, the ones we see 
walking past, the ones who own much of the city, 
and the ‘invisible people,’ the ones we step around, 
overlook and never think about. He urged us to find 
these people and take care of them. His message 
rang clearly throughout the crowd.”

When it was time for Communion, Welych was 
impressed how quickly the lines moved with the 
assistance of deacons and seminarians throughout 
the venue. “[I also enjoyed] when Cardinal Dolan 
spoke about the pope. He stated to the crowd ‘He is 
among us!’ and people leapt to their feet cheering.”

As the Pope prepared to leave, Welych stated he 
flashed a “broad sincere smile,” and asked the crowd 
to pray for him. Before leaving the stage, the Pope 
stopped to bless a person in a wheelchair. 

“For me, this trip was a very moving experience,” 
stated Welych. “I’ve never seen so many Catholics in 
one place at one time. We all felt his presence in a 
very real and personal way. All through the city, 
people were talking about the Pope; we’d hear them 
say, ‘I’m not even Catholic, but I LOVE this Pope!’ I 
admire his fearlessness, honesty and compassion and 
how he boldly goes to prisons, homeless shelters and 
even Congress, to discuss the source of the misery in 
our world. His broad connections reveal to us a world 
out of balance – environmentally and economically. 
He stresses how we need compassion for the millions 
of refugees fleeing war and poverty, but along with 
compassion, we need to implement sound strategies 
to keep our planet healthy and allocate resources 
more equitably. He is a Pope that inspires me.”n

Pat Shea is the former associate editor of The Catholic Sun.

“Anyone who was able 
to be part of this unique 
event, whether they went 
to the Mass at Madison 
Square Garden or saw  
the Pope in Central Park,  
or were at one of the  
other venues he visited, 
understands how difficult 
it is to sum up in words  
this experience. It was a 
once-in-a-lifetime memory.”
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Coach McKenney Finds Fresh Start,  
Faith on Grimes Court
BY CHRISTY PERRY

I f you follow Central New York high school bas-
ketball—and maybe even if you don’t—you have 
probably heard of Coach Bob McKenney. In the past 
19 years, McKenney led one of the area’s largest public 
school districts to five state championships and won 

more than 500 games. Many of his player stand-outs have 
gone on to play for their hometown college, Syracuse 
University. 

In the spring of 2015, McKenney experienced some  
difficult times in both his personal and professional lives. 
Just prior to that, he had taken a part-time physical  
education teaching job at Bishop Grimes Junior/Senior  
High School.

He received a warm welcome at Grimes, where his 
daughter Becky also works.

“The kids were outstanding. The staff was outstanding,” 
he said. “I felt instant acceptance here.”

He looks back now and sees that being in a school  
setting where spirituality is openly shared was comforting 
to him at such a difficult time. “I think being in this environ-
ment really made a big difference for me. I think being here 
where there was more prayer and, I think, more of God and 
Jesus’ presence helped me.”

That healing presence, he said, carried him through the 
rough spring. More important to him than the professional 
opportunity at Grimes was the support of his three daugh-
ters—Mandy, 30; Becky, 27; and Madison, 11. “Honestly… 
I don’t know what I would have done without them. God 
puts people in place, I think, to help you get through those 
tough times,” he said.

There were also circumstances at play that the former 
college basketball player could not have predicted. His part-
time physical education job became full-time just after the 
first of the year. Soon after, the departure of Grimes’ high 
school basketball coach created an opening in the athletic 
department. At that time, McKenney confessed, he was 
emotionally drained and unsure if he wanted to continue 
coaching. Ultimately, he decided to apply for that position.

“I wouldn’t have done it,” he said, “if I didn’t think I 
could get myself back to the right mindset to do it.” His 
hiring in May 2015 as the new basketball coach encouraged 

him.” It’s kind of renewed a little of the fire,” he admitted 
with a grin.

Bishop Grimes Athletics Director John Cifonelli  
told local sports media at the press conference in which 
McKenney was named that "the respect of students and 
his incredible experience and track record make him the 
perfect person to lead our program."

There is no question 
that the Canton, New York, 
native will be teaching  
and coaching in a differ-
ent environment at Bishop 
Grimes than he did at his 
former school. One is a 
much larger public school; 
Grimes is smaller and 
private. The two schools 
compete in different state 
athletic divisions. McKen-
ney is optimistic about the 
coming season, though, and 
along with members of his 
former staff who were also 
hired at Grimes, he plans to 
build a strong team.

“I enjoy the preparation 
part, trying to piece the 
team together and working 
on the things that you think 
are building the team to a 
point where you want them 
to be,” he said. “I love the 
preparation, the practice and 
the thrill of competition.” n

Christy Perry is a freelance 
writer in Syracuse, New 
York. She recently pub-
lished her first historical 
novel, Panther Mountain: 
Caroline’s Story.

“God puts people in  
place, I think, to help  

you get through those 
 tough times.”

Grimes Coach Bob 
McKenney on the first 
day of practice.
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Turkey Trot
Trinity Catholic School in Oswego held its 1st Annual 5K Turkey Trot in  
November. The event was organized by parent, Laura Bond, back row, second 
from left, and made possible through the generous sponsorship of Port City 
Chiropractic and several other local businesses. There were 177 participants 
at this timed event—including Catholic Schools Superintendent and Oswego 
resident William Crist, back row, second from right—with prizes awarded to top  
contenders in several age categories. Proceeds from this event will be used  
to promote the health and wellness of the students at Trinity Catholic School, 
according to Principal Barb Sugar, back row, right. 
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Sr. Brigid O’Mahony and Seton Students 
“ D O I N G  W H AT E V E R  T H E  L O R D  G I V E S  U S  T O  D O ”  
O N  H A I T I  M I S S I O N  T R I P S

BY CHRISTY PERRY

M
ore than five years after a major 
earthquake violently shook Haiti, one 
can still see evidence of the destruc-
tion. Rubble piles still litter the 

country and many structures have yet to be rebuilt. 
The human cost of that catastrophe is what keeps  
Sr. Brigid O’Mahony going back to Haiti, where she 
cares for those who lost family members and need 
medical care in the recovering Caribbean country.

But she does not travel alone. Along with 
members of her religious community, the Missionar-
ies of the Heart of Jesus [MHJ] based in Bingham-
ton, she shepherds around 20 Seton Catholic 
Central High School students through annual 
mission trips, which this year have increased to two.

“We know that part of our [MHJ] mission is to 
help other people get to the mission,” Sr. Brigid 
explained. “And a lot of people would go if they  
had a way. So we make a way.”

Sr. Brigid is  
a full-time faculty 
member at Seton  
and also the campus 
minister. According 
to Danielle Cum-
mings, chancellor/
director of communi-
cations for the 
Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Syracuse, 
Sr. Brigid is the only 
Catholic sister who 
serves as a campus 
minister in the entire 
diocese. 

She took a group 
of students this past 
November and will 
take another in 
February 2016. The 
November trip 
focused on helping 

orphaned children. “From running baseball camps  
to medical missions, always we’re with the children,” 
she said. 

The reason for doubling up on Haiti trips this 
year? An outpouring of interest from Seton students 
who want to go into the mission field and help.  
Sr. Brigid said students commonly begin saving 
money for their Haiti trips up to two years before 
they’re eligible to participate.

Like typical missionaries, the students pay for 
their travel themselves. To cover costs for their 
February 2015 mission, Seton students hosted a 
basketball-related fundraiser—a “Hoops for Haiti” 

Students from Seton Catholic Central High 
School take an annual mission trip to help  
the people of Haiti.
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foul-shot competition—and they also asked for 
donations via a GoFundMe campaign. 

Sr. Brigid said any funds raised beyond those that 
cover travel costs go directly back to the Haitian 
people they serve. The MHJ sisters have expanded 
their original focus on helping only orphans and 
widows and now also help Haitian women start up 
their own businesses. They also work alongside 
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity at both a 
home for the dying and a hospital for sick babies.

“I guess we end up doing whatever the Lord gives 
us to do,” she said. 

The Seton student missionaries who will travel to 
Haiti in February 2016 will assist at those medical 
clinics. They also plan to help a widow finish 
building her house.

Seton students continue to raise money for 
future Haiti trips on the GoFundMe website. The 
address is: https://www.gofundme.com/5n4vhrutw n

Christy Perry is a freelance writer in Syracuse, New York.  
She recently published her first historical novel, Panther 
Mountain: Caroline’s Story.

P.J. Day to Feed the Hungry
Students at Rome Catholic School donned pajamas for a day  
as incentive to participate in a food drive for the Mission of  
the Christ Child at St. Peter’s Church in Rome. All the students  
donated a non-perishable food item to the cause. 

Faith First
The Catholic faith is 
thriving at Holy Family 
School in Norwich,  
as Grade 8 students  
and their teacher,  
Kathryn Conron, back 
row, prepare for First 
Friday Mass.
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SCHOOL CITY PHONE WEB PAGE
All Saints Catholic School Endicott 607-748-7423 setoncatholicallsaints.org

Bishop Grimes Jr./Sr. High School E. Syracuse 315-437-0356 bishopgrimes.org

Bishop Ludden Jr./Sr. High School Syracuse 315-468-2591 bishopludden.org

Blessed Sacrament School Syracuse 315-463-1261 blessedsacramentschool.org

Cathedral Academy at Pompei Syracuse 315-422-8548 capsyracuse.org

Diocesan Catholic Schools Office Syracuse 315-470-1450 syrdio.org

Holy Cross School Dewitt 315 446-4890 hcschooldewitt.org

Holy Family School  Norwich 607-337-2207 hfsnorwich.org

Holy Family School Syracuse 315-487-8515 holyfamilyschoolsyr.org

Immaculate Conception School Fayetteville 315-637-3961 icschool.org

Most Holy Rosary School Syracuse 315-476-6035 mhrsyr.org

Notre Dame Elementary School Utica 315-732-4374 notredameelem.org

Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School Utica 315-724-5118 ndjugglers.org

Rome Catholic School  Rome 315-336-6190 romecatholic.org

Seton Catholic Central Binghamton 607-723-5307 setoncchs.com

St. James School Johnson City 607-797-5444 st-james-ms.org

St. John the Evangelist School Binghamton 607-723-0703 sjebing.org

St. Margaret’s School Mattydale 315-455-5791 stmargaretschoolny.org

St. Mary’s Academy Baldwinsville 315-635-3977 smabville.org

St. Mary’s School  Cortland 607-756-5614 smscortland.org

St. Patrick’s School Oneida  315-363-3620 stpatricksoneida.org

St. Rose of Lima School  North Syracuse 315-458-6036 stroseny.org

Trinity Catholic School Oswego 315-343-6700 oswegotrinitycatholic.org
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